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Board of Fire Commissioners 
Fire District No. 1 

330 Stillwells Corner Road 
Freehold, NJ 07728 

 
 
Regular Meeting 
 
March 10, 2026 
 
Chairman A.J. Story called the regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners to order at 7:00pm, 
and John Toutounchi led the flag salute. Roll call was taken, and the Commissioners present at the 
meeting were A.J. Story, Michael Fogarty, Phil Engel, John Toutounchi, and Jonathan Dunberg. Board 
Secretary, Jaime Story, joined late. 
 
Motion was made by Mr. Engel to go to Executive Session for contract review at 7:02pm. 
Second: Mr. Toutounchi 
Roll call vote: 5-0 all in favor 
 
(back from executive session at 7:44pm)  
 
Mr. Braslow swore in A.J. Story and John Toutounchi for the next three years. 
Motion made by Mr. Engel to have all Board members remain in their respective positions for 2026. 
Second: Mr. Fogarty 
Roll call vote: 5-0 all in favor 
 
Mr. Braslow introduced 2026-2027 resolutions (see attached) and Mr. Toutounchi made a motion to 
accept them all. 
Second: Mr. Fogarty 
Roll call vote: 5-0 all in favor except Mr. Story must abstain from Appointment of Board Secretary 
 
Legal: Mr. Braslow discussed the following: 

• Mr. Fogarty would like to establish a new resolution to make permanent appointment for Matt 
Jessup as the Bond Attorney. Mr. Braslow will make resolution. 

• Counseled the Board on designating committees, in which they did not need. 
• Advised that nothing else will need to get posted in the newspaper and will now to go directly 

to the website through the township IT department. 
• The Secretary of State created a website by March 1, 2026, and contacted a few fire districts to 

create an account between Board website and the state website. District #1 did not receive 
the email yet. Mr. Braslow will continue with the same notice until hyperlink is confirmed. 

 
Motion was made by Mr. Toutounchi to approve the minutes from the February 24, 2026 meeting. 
Second: Mr. Engel 
Roll call vote: 5-0 all in favor 
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Treasurer’s Report: Mr. Fogarty read the March 10, 2026 Treasurer’s Report into record, noting the fire 
department received its first quarterly payment. 
 
Motion was made by Mr. Fogarty to transfer $70,000.00 from Ocean First Money Market to Ocean 
First checking and to pay the bills in the amount of $62,015.82. 
Second: Mr. Engel 
Roll call vote: 5-0 all in favor 
 
Mr. Fogarty met with bond attorney, Matt Jessup, with Mr. Story and they will likely be going through 
the Monmouth County Approving Authority to borrow $700,000 to purchase the SCBAs that were 
approved during the February 2026 election. 
 
Buildings: N/A 
 
Insurance: N/A 
 
Chief’s Report:  N/A 
 
President’s Report: President Matt Greco reported on the following: 

• The Engineers found expired truck registrations and insurance cards. Mr. Story reminded Mr. 
Greco that Second Assistant Chief Erik Schneider maintains those and has updated cards. 

• Two new applicants will need membership meetings this week or next week. 
 
Old Business: 

• Mr. Story read official election results: 
o A.J. Story – 363 votes; John Toutounchi – 337 votes 
o Yes to budget – 284 votes; No to budget – 136 votes 
o Yes to SCBAs – 318 votes; No to SCBAs – 102 votes 

• Chief Santore will make final decision on size of SCBA cylinders. Each member will receive their 
own mask. 

• Truck Committee Update – Mr. Story and Chief Santore created two teams to build two trucks: 
o Pumper: Phil Engel, Erik Schneider, Christian Frank, Wayne Prochnow, and Craig Haas 
o Rescue: Jon Dunberg, Mike Celano, Bobby Bereheiko, Ralph Reifer, and Chuck Yaeger 
o Pierce will be coming April 14th to meet at 5:45pm before Board meeting for Pumper 

committee; Harrisburg Expo on May 15th-16th is also a good place to see models.  
o Chief Santore was going to contact another manufacturer to see pricing differences.   

  
New Business: 

• Mr. Toutounchi reported that three new Verizon cable boxes were replaced at District. 
• Mr. Fogarty asked Trustees to lock the men’s bathroom door at Smithburg so party guests can 

not wonder into the bays where the equipment is kept. 
• Monitor is dispatch office keeps fading out and will be replaced by Mr. Toutounchi. 
• Central Jersey Training is having classes June 5th & 6th in Plainsboro from 8am-5pm. Members 

welcome to sign up. 
 
Audience: N/A 
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There being no further business, Mr. Toutounchi made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:11pm. 
Second: Mr. Fogarty 
Roll call vote: 5-0 all in favor 

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jonathan Dunberg 
/js 
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